REGILDING THE CRESCENT
fresh consignments from Austria, Germany and
Belgium.
If, however, the sudden removal of so long a
restraint had its natural result in an era of
unbridled licence, it is, on the other hand, not
surprising that the Government, both for its
own sake and in the interests of peace and order,
should have found it necessary to renew, with
some necessary modifications to suit the altered
conditions, the old Press Law of 1865. There
was no thought of once more stifling its voice, or
of restoring the terrible censorship exercised by
the ex-Sultan. All that the authorities aimed
at was to make editors and publishers responsible
for libellous statements appearing in their papers
and to restrain them, as far as restraint is
practicable, from spreading those false rumours*
which, at critical moments in a land like
Turkey, may always inflame popular opinion
and render still more difficult the task of
those entrusted with the conduct of public
affairs.
I have already in an earlier chapter quoted the
opinion of Hilmi Pacha, at the time Grand
Vizier, on the behaviour of the worst type of
editors, and it was just a week after I had heard
this from him that (March 27,1909) the Chamber
voted:
200